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Straw’s phone call

‘authorised rendition’
of anti-Gaddafirebel

JACK STRAW autharised the
secrel renditinn of & Libvan
oppasition leader while Forcign
Secretary, o Whitchall souree
cloimed last night.

Mr Straw is alleged to hawe
apreed to the kldnap of Abdel
Hakim Bellwdj in a plose call o
an MIG chiel in 2WH, just a5 the
operation wis abouat to begin.

The renclition wirs condueted
by the CLA, who abducted Mr
Belhadj - then a leading member
of the anti-Gaddafi Libyan
Islamle Flghting Groop - fram
Thailand with his then pregnant
wile, Fatinig Rouchar.

The couple were detained by
CIA agents when they tried to
board o plane From Bangkok to
London, where they had planned
o seek political asylom.

They were shackled in
aponising siress positions, and
taken to Colonel Gaddali’s Lityya.
Mr Belhindj wis sent Tor torture
in the Abn Salim prison.

After denving involvement in
a BBC interview last year, the
source sald, Kre Straw was
confronted with the transcript of
ihe phone call by Foreign (MTice
officials, singe when he has
miacle i priblic statement,

Asked about the phom:
call, vesterduy Mr
Straw declined to
comment, saying:
‘It Frusteating,
nal least for me,
bait T harve sl

KIDMAP:
Abdel Hekim
Behad| was
abducted

by the ClA 2

all Iam going to sav’ M

B It j, whi is now hescl of the
militiry ¢conngil in Tripoli, says
he spent months in the city
under torture, Diocuments First
published last year by The Mail
on Sunday showed MIG's former
tliird in command Sir Mark Allen
elaimed credit while writing 1
Galdadi's spy chiel Mouss
Kousil, saving it was UK
intellizenee that allvwed the
Americans to find Mr Be i
‘It was the least we could do for
vau and Libya,” he said.

Lepal nhservers expressed
surprise lasd night that Mr
Siraw haul allegedly authorised
The: opeTation.

However, by allegedly giving
permission for the kidnap and
rendltion, e Straw coul
e Hable o
prosecution for
abding and
abetling
® torture, or
. facilitating it
L by sending
SHneane te
a couniry




