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Position 14--America Gets Its Name

Here, printad i block letters on what we know
today as Brazil, 15 the fwst use of the name
America on 2 map—z name comed for this
express purpose by the map’s makers, Martm
VWaldseemiiller and Matthizs Rmgmann. The
twomen knew that Ccluml:u- h;c opened the
routs across the Atlantic m 1492, but Amerigo
Vespucei, now sailing i the service of the
Portuguese, ha 2d been the firstto visit and
deseribe the vast and unexpected southem extent
ofthis new contment. For this Waldseemilller
and Rimgmann dacided Vespucst deservad the
honor of having the continent named zfter him.
They explamed their decision m 2 compznion
volume to the map, the .r?faac. ion fo
Cosmography. “These parts,” they wrote,
referrmg to Africa, Asiz, and Europe, “have m
factnow been more widely explorad, and 2
fourth part has been discoversd by Amerigo
Vespuesi. . . . Since both Asiz and Africa
recerved their names from women, I do not see
why anvone should nghtly prevent this [new
part] from bemg czlled Amerigen—the land of
Amerigo, 25 it were—or America, zfter its
discoverar.” The parrot that appears to the north
ofthe name America 15 2nod to one of the other

namss Eu:cp==n~ had given the continent at the time: Land of the Parrots. The ship that appears Just
ignifymg that these lands belong to Portugal, not Spam; ma the ship itself is idenuf

Poruguese flag

Caput Janm aucs

S bt

fishors fliss 2
i m the legend below

_1t=lcn°m= o th-= flest of Pedro Alvarss Czbral, who on his w zv to Indiz m 1500 made 2 :m‘n:ei_namo in Brazil, whils
swmgmg out wide mto the Atlantic to catch winds that would teke him zround the southem tip of Africa.
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